"P leural plaques are the most common manifesta-¦*-tion of asbestos exposure. They are discrete fibrous lesions affecting the parietal pleura, but sometimes they also involve the visceral pleura. 
Number and size of plaques (sum of areas) were recorded separately for both pleurae.
Statistical Analysis
The data were retrospectively examined to search for unilateral predominance. Analysis of the mean of the differences between right and left areas was performed with a t test for paired samples. The hypothesis of zero difference was tested with limits of agreement of 95% (2 SD). Results of differences were plotted against the average of both areas (Fig 1) . All The small number of patients studied, however, may be insufficient to detect asymmetry that occurs with a low prevalence.
